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PRESS  RELEASE
For Release on Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2008
Contact: Phil Kimball, pkimball@NAMP.com
USDA Undersecretary Raymond to Address E. coli Conference 

(WASHINGTON, DC Sept. 2, 2008) USDA Undersecretary for Food Safety Richard Raymond will address the E. coli O1457:H7 Conference September16-17 at the Sheraton Four Points Chicago O’Hare.  Raymond accepted NAMP’s invitation to speak Monday afternoon and will address the Conference during its luncheon on Wednesday, Sept. 17. 

It is likely to be the last major talk to the meat industry Raymond will give before his retirement from USDA at the end of the month.

The speaker line-up includes these industry and government authorities:

· Dan Engeljohn, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of Policy and Program Development, Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS)

· Jim Marsden, Kansas State University Regent’s Distinguished Professor of Meat Science, 

· Kerri Harris, President, International HACCP Alliance

· Ann Wells, NAMP Director of Scientific and Regulatory Affairs

· Michelle Rossman, Director of Beef Safety Research, National Cattleman’s Beef Association

· Margaret Hardin, Associate Professor of Food Microbiology, Texas A&M University

· Tim Biela, Chief Food Safety & Quality Officer, American Foodservice

· Nick Nickelson, Chief Executive for Science and Health, Standard Meat Company 

More than 140 people are registered for the conference so far, and registrations are still being accepted.
The conference is sponsored by all the major meat industry associations, including the North American Meat Processors Association (NAMP), American Meat Institute (AMI), National Meat Association (NMA), American Meat Science Association (AMSA), and American Association of Meat Processors (AAMP).  The Beef Industry Safety Committee (BIFSCo) is supporting the conference. 

It’s also is sponsored by all the major trade magazines, including Independent Provisioner, National Provisioner, MEAT&POULTRY, Meatingplace, and Urner Barry’s Reporter. 

Corporate sponsors include Chad Equipment, Cozzini Inc, DonLevy Labs, DuPont, Ecolab, FreshLight, Sadex, and Strategic Diagnostics. 
For registration materials, go to the association and magazine Web sites including www.NAMP.com 

If you are interested in being a sponsor, contact Chuck Jolley of Jolley & Associates at crjolley@msn.com.
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